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Respected members,

Dental education started in India in the year 1928 with the establishment of a Dental College at Kolkata by Rafiuddin Ahmed, the father of Indian Dentistry. Dental Council of India was established in the year 1949 to monitor and regulate dental practice and dental education in the country. Dental Council of India adopted the system of education which was proposed by Abraham Flexner which was prevalent in West at that time. Flexarian model had some inherent shortcomings like separation of basic and clinical subjects, emphasis on cognitive skills and it was teacher dominated. Because of these reasons, attempts were made to reform the medical and dental education and new teaching and assessment methods were introduced. As a result, in the West, learner-centered teaching methods, self-directed new teaching methods like problem-based learning, microteaching, brainstorming, role plays and more valid and reliable assessment methods were adopted.

In India, in the past one decade many dental institutions have been established which offer undergraduate and postgraduate courses in oral sciences. In order to improve the standard of education in the country on par with international standards, discussions are going on at Dental Council of India, at University level and in academic circles to introduce new teaching and assessment methods. However, there is reluctance on part of stake holders to adopt new methods.

The Dental teachers in the country are basically clinicians or biomedical researchers. They are not trained in art and science of teaching and are not conversant with the principles of educational methods. In order to modernize dental education and make it more objective and effective, there is an urgent need to train the dental teachers in the art and science of teaching, learning and assessment. Keeping this in mind the Indian Society of Periodontology has planned a series of Training of Teacher workshops workshops in different parts of the country. The first program in this series will be conducted at Udaipur. The dates and details of the program will be communicated shortly by Honorary Secretary of ISP.

It is my request that teachers should make the best use of this opportunity and acquire the teaching skills and share their knowledge and experience with the colleagues who could not attend these programs; those who attend these programs should conduct such programs for the benefit of the other staff members. I am certain that through this program we will set new standards in the periodontal and dental education in the country.
